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Summary: The inaugural trip to Estonia in spring was a great success with some superb bird 

encounters and excellent mammal sightings. Each area provided highlights and no doubt 

everyone had their own particular memorable moment. Heaska Tower on Matsalu Bay was 

excellent with a great variety of waders, wildfowl and raptors enhanced by Moose with 

calves on 2 days, including one on show for almost an hour. Ilmatsalu fish ponds were alive 

with birds from Red-necked Grebe, to a nest building Penduline Tit. Bluethroat, Blyth’s Reed 

Warbler and Golden Oriole in full song all added to a rich chorus with a booming Bittern 

bringing up the base. The first hour at Alutaguse when we recorded Black Stork, Great Grey 
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Shrike, Red-backed Shrike, Blyth’s Reed Warbler, River Warbler, Honey Buzzard, Black 

Woodpecker and White-backed Woodpecker was hard to beat for excitement although the 

huge Brown Bear that first appeared at the bear hide that evening certainly had a good go. 

There were so many memorable moments during the tour and all the time to the backdrop of 

calling Cranes and singing Thrush Nightingale which helped make this such an excellent trip. 

  

 

Leaders: Steve Duffield and Gary Waddington 

 

Participants: Teresa Jenkins, Isabel Noel, Robert Smith, Bob MacMillan and Nicholas 

Windibank 

 

 

21
st
 May:   

 

An early start in the UK saw us arriving in Tallinn around mid-afternoon and on the road 

south by 3 pm allowing us our first taste of birding in the Baltic. The route to our hotel near 

Matsalu Bay took us across the sparsely populated countryside and introduced us nicely to 

some of the rich birdlife including 3 Montagu’s Harriers by the roadside as well as several 

Marsh Harriers, White Storks and an adult White-tailed Eagle being mobbed by a Buzzard. 

The flying start continued after dinner with the hotel grounds producing Thrush Nightingale, 

Lesser Whitethroat, Icterine Warbler, Pied Flycatcher, Spotted Flycatcher,  Northern 

Bullfinch, Hawfinch, a nesting Long-eared Owl, Redwing, Fieldfare, Tree Sparrow, Common 

Rosefinch and a drumming White-backed Woodpecker. We also heard a Wryneck that 

remained stubbornly elusive. A visit to Heaska Tower at Matsalu Bay further enhanced the 

list and started with 3 Bean Geese in flight from the car park. From here the short walk to the 

tower produced summer plumage Grey Plover and displaying Ruff whilst the small patch of 

cover at the base produced singing Thrush Nightingale and a couple of very active Fieldfare. 

A Common Gull was actually nesting in a conifer tree by the tower whilst the next hour or so 

from the top produced an excellent selection of birds including around 80 Barnacle Geese, 50 

Little Gulls, Caspian Tern, Sandwich Tern, 3 White-tailed Eagles, a male Marsh Harrier, 

Garganey, Scaup, Goosander, Great White Egret, Blue-headed Wagtail and a Short-eared 

Owl being mobbed by a Black-tailed Godwit. The owl was initially hunting over the reedy 

island to the south but past within metres of the hide as the evening drew on. The same island 
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also played refuge to a couple of Roe Deer and a Moose with 2 calves rounding off a superb 

couple of hours.  

 

 

22
nd

 May:  

 

Estonia was experiencing a bit of an unseasonal heat wave and temperatures were at least 21 

degrees which felt decidedly hot in the sunny weather with light north-westerly winds. 

 

The day started well with a Hoopoe calling outside the hotel and a Thrush Nightingale 

showing well near the top of a bare tree where it was blasting out its rich song. Our 

destination this morning was the migration watch point at Poosaspea although within minutes 

of leaving the hotel we were recording good birds. Arable fields near the main road held 

Cranes and a mixed flock of geese including Greylags, 6 White-fronted Geese, Barnacle 

Geese and more surprisingly a single Canada Goose. Shortly after this we turned onto the 

main road before pulling to a halt as a Black Woodpecker flew across the road, landing 

briefly in a tree before continuing out of sight.  

 

The main wildfowl migration had already passed Poosaspea although we still managed to 

pick up Velvet Scoter, Common Scoters, Eider, Long-tailed Duck, around 20 Black-throated 

Divers and 10 Red-throated Divers in the hour or so we spent at the northwards facing point. 

A Honey Buzzard flew out to sea towards Finland as we were watching whilst other birds 

seen included 4 flava Wagtails, Common Rosefinch, 3 Knot, 3 Whimbrel, Common and 

Arctic Terns. We took a walk inland through the trees and open grassland to see if we could 

find any migrants. A Hobby was spotted hawking above the conifers whilst open areas held 

lots of Whinchats, Wheatears and a calling Corncrake. Gary spotted a Fox, out hunting in the 

bright sunshine and a Brown Hare was seen well trying its best to melt into the scenery 

before bolting out of sight. A Cuckoo was calling in the distance and a ringtail Montagu’s 

Harrier flew overhead. 2 Wood Sandpipers were seen displaying over woodland in the 

distance whilst closer to we located Red-backed Shrike, Icterine Warbler and a couple of very 

red Common Rosefinch. We met up with the bus once again and headed along some quiet 

tracks through the conifer forest at Leidissoo. We slowly made our way when suddenly 2 

Hazel Grouse were spotted on the roadside, next to the bus. They showed well briefly before 

quickly scurrying away into the undergrowth before everyone managed to get a view. We 
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waited for a while but there was no further sign so Steve went in to the woodland further up 

the track in an attempt to push them back towards the road. Unfortunately there was no sign 

although he did flush a Nightjar that showed on a branch for a few moments before also 

disappearing into the trees. We continued along the track picking up displaying Tree Pipits, 

Wood Sandpiper and an Osprey before our lunch stop by a secluded lake.  

 

 

 

Post lunch we headed south, stopping every now and then to explore the woodland and 

intermittent open areas. A couple of Little Ringed Plover were picked up on a muddy patch 

near the road before we stopped to look at a Montagu’s Harrier that was hunting over the 

fields. A Woodlark and a male Red-backed Shrike were also seen at the roadside here with 

the latter showing exceptionally well as it sang and lined its nest that was hidden in the dense 

scrub nearby. We continued to Silma Nature Reserve although the un-seasonally hot weather 

meant that there was a lot of heat-haze in the afternoon making viewing anything in the 

distance challenging. Even so the tower did allow us to pick up a good selection of birds 
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including Little Gulls, Black Tern, Caspian Tern, Great White Egret, Coots, Gadwall, Great 

Crested Grebe and around 5 or 6 White-tailed Eagles. A few Cranes were present in the 

distance whilst closer to Great Reed Warblers and Bearded Tit were seen in the reed bed 

below the tower. A Water Rail showed along a muddy margin and a couple of Lesser 

Whitethroats were singing in the scrub. We moved on to the nearby small town of Haapsaluu 

where we got some absolutely stunning views of a pair of Slavonian Grebes which provided 

the photographers amongst the group some superb opportunities. A couple of Pochard were 

also on the lake and both Thrush Nightingale and Great Reed Warbler were singing. We 

returned to our hotel and took another evening jaunt to the Heaska Tower. A couple of the 

group managed to pick up a Wryneck in the hotel gardens before we drove to the tower 

overlooking Matsalu Bay. This was excellent once again with birds including 5 Temminck’s 

Stint, Dunlin, Ruff, Grey Plover, Snipe, Cranes, 2 Pintail, Shoveler, Wigeon, Teal and 6 

Garganey. 5 White-tailed Eagles were located and 2 Marsh Harriers were hunting the reed 

beds. Caspian, Common and Arctic Terns as well as 20 – 30 Little Gulls were seen as well as 

a couple of Roe Deer on a reedy island and a Moose with 2 calves.  

 

23
rd

 May: 

We experienced another hot day with temperatures reaching around 25 degrees with light 

westerly winds and sunny conditions throughout the day. 

 

An early morning walk by one lucky member turned up brief views of a Ural Owl near the 

hotel which unfortunately couldn’t be relocated as it flew off into the woodland. After 

breakfast we headed up to Puise, stopping on route by the road to scan a marshy area. This 

produced 4 Avocets, summer plumage Knot, Grey Plover and a White-tailed Eagle, as well as 

distant views of a Moose. At Puise we wandered to the point although almost immediately as 

we were out of the bus we picked up 3 Hawfinch in nearby trees which flew quickly inland 

after our appearance. A Barred Warbler was also singing nearby and intermittently showing 

very well as it perched on telephone wires and occasionally performed a typical sylvia song 

flight which looked a little odd for such a big bird. Another was also seen later nearby, 

singing from the more dense cover that these large warblers usually inhabit. Lesser 

Whitethroat, Whitethroat and a male Black Redstart were singing with other passerines 

including a Jay and Common Rosefinch. Little, Common, Arctic, Sandwich and Caspian 

Tern were all seen from the point as well as 2 Grey Plover, Avocet, Turnstone, Dunlin, 

Ringed Plover and Oystercatcher. Small numbers of wildfowl resting at the point included 
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Teal, Gadwall and Shoveler as well as a fly-over Black-throated Diver. We headed off late 

morning and stopped at Rannojoe Tower for some lunch in the shade. On the approach a Fox 

was seen in the meadow near the tower, apparently hunting in the middle of the day in the 

now hot sun, although it soon headed off. The wildlife didn’t stop during our lunch either and 

whilst enjoying our sandwiches we picked up distant White-tailed Eagles, Montagu’s Harrier 

and Marsh Harrier as well as displaying Curlew; whilst a superb Swallowtail Butterfly was 

spotted skipping across the grassland.   

 

 

 

After lunch we headed around the south side of Matsalu Bay to Puhtulaid for a walk through 

the woodland. A very nice Honey Buzzard flew north, low over the trees as we walked 

toward the woodland. Once inside the shadier conditions were a relief from the hot sun and 

we soon picked up a singing Red-breasted Flycatcher. In the end we heard around 6 and had 
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good views of 3 as they flitted around the trees adjacent to the track and sang from their mid-

canopy perches. Spotted Flycatcher, Lesser Whitethroat and Icterine Warbler were also seen 

as well as Common Redpoll and Common Rosefinch back at the car park. A couple of Great 

Reed Warblers were picked up singing close to the minor road we took through a marshy area 

on the way back to our hotel and our first Great Spotted Woodpecker of the trip flew across 

the road closer to home.  

 

 

 

After another healthy and delicious evening meal we headed for our favourite spot at Heaska 

Tower. As on previous visits we had a good variety of species with Temminck’s Stint, 

Greenshank, Grey Plover and 20+ Black-tailed Godwits amongst the waders as well as Little 

Gull, Black Tern, 2 Garganey, Scaup and a small flock of Cranes overhead. A Bittern was 

booming from the reedy island and a Moose with a small calf put on a good show as they 

trotted across the shallow waters of the bay. The Moose were in view for at least 40 minutes 

as they appeared to be struggling with which direction was best to go but eventually headed 
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for the island as we left the tower. Finally a Woodcock was seen roding on our return to the 

hotel rounding off another excellent day. 

 

 

24
th

 May:  

The good weather continued with another hot, sunny day with light winds. 

 

We left the hotel early morning and were treated to a couple of Hawfinch in the top of a 

nearby tree and a showy Thrush Nightingale singing in the open. An early start meant we had 

time to stop off in the little known Sooma National Park which lies around half way between 

us and our final destination of Tartu. After an hour or so we reached the edge of the park and 

almost immediately started seeing good birds when a male Goshawk was spotted chasing a 

crow. We pulled to a halt and jumped out of the van to get brief views of the raptor before it 

headed into cover on the edge of a village where a couple of Cranes were feeding in the 

fields. We were heading for the Lemmjoe River Trail although just before our final turning 

we paused again, as a variety of birds were in full song including a good numbers of Wood 

Warblers, Red-breasted Flycatcher and a couple of Greenish Warblers. The latter 

unfortunately remained well hidden and distant. The trail itself started amongst riverside 

meadows which supported a couple of calling Corncrakes, nesting White Stork and the usual 

Common Rosefinch. Another Greenish Warbler was heard singing but remained one of the 

few species that were heard only on the trip. As we got to the edge of the riverside woodland 

a Marsh Warbler performed well, singing and occasionally showing, allowing us all 

eventually to get reasonable views before we moved on. The trail then took us through an 

area of woodland with lots of evidence of beavers from the fallen trees and holes in the bank. 

Eventually we entered an open area and in no time at all heard a River Warbler singing. It 

showed well, if briefly to us as it skulked amongst the dense undergrowth and was shortly 

followed by a singing Blyth’s Reed Warbler on the opposite side of the small clearing. We 

turned back shortly after this and returned to the bus with Marsh Harrier, Buzzard, 2 Marsh 

Warblers, 2 Blyth’s Reed Warbler and 2 River Warblers under the belt before lunch. The sun 

was beating down quite ferociously by now so a bit of cover was desirable. The nearby 

visitor centre was mobbed with school parties so we continued to a tower a mile or so away. 

This proved very fruitful with decent views of White-backed Woodpecker, Green Sandpiper, 

a pair of Red-backed Shrikes and a Hawfinch during lunch; as well as the calls of a well-

hidden Corncrake.  
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After lunch we continued to Veeriku Villa in Tartu picking up more White Storks on our 

way. We had dinner in a shopping centre and headed out once more to see if we could 

connect with another of our target birds. Not far from Tartu lies a couple of insignificant 

looking fields in Karevere where after some time Gary managed to pick up a displaying Great 

Snipe. It was distant although every now and then it would leap clear of the grass in a 

fluttering display followed by another bird. Occasionally one could be seen in the open and in 

the end we noted at least 3 lekking birds. A Corncrake was also calling here whilst a male 

Marsh Harrier showed well and 2 Marsh Sandpipers flew over. We moved position to try and 

get closer to the Great Snipe but they proved difficult to relocate so we continued down the 

road a couple of miles to a site near Hollywood Hill. The area had been extensively flooded a 

couple of week before but due to the hot weather the fields had dried up and only small wet 

areas now existed. We took a walk towards a marshy area and did find some waders 

including around 18 Wood Sandpipers, 4 Green Sandpipers and a displaying Greenshank. We 

also had a Hobby hawking over the nearby trees as well as Sedge Warbler and a few Blue-

headed Wagtails. A Little Crake called a few times very close to where we were stood on the 

bank although unfortunately remained hidden amongst the reeds. We returned to the Great 

Snipe lek which was quiet and without any better sightings, we decided we’d had enough and 

headed back to the hotel after another excellent day. 

 

25
th

 May: 

Once again it was sunny and hot with occasional cloud and light winds throughout the day. 

 

After a lovely breakfast we went to pack the bus and were greeted with a Marsh Warbler in 

full song outside the guesthouse and showing well; a great way to start the day. Eventually 

the bird sloped off into cover and we headed for Ilmatsalu fish ponds and spent the morning 

wandering along the track that took us through the middle of the pools to a tower hide. The 

birding was excellent with at least 2 Honey Buzzards, an Osprey and at least 4 Marsh 

Harriers. We had good views of 2 male Penduline Tits included a male nest building as well 

as River Warbler, Blyth’s Reed Warbler, Marsh Warbler, Icterine Warbler, Great Reed 

Warbler, Reed Warbler and Sedge Warbler. Thrush Nightingale was singing from a thicket 

whilst past the tower hide we obtained views of a singing, male Golden Oriole. We also had 

excellent views of a male Bluethroat that briefly sung from a telephone wire as well as lots of 

Common Rosefinch. On the larger expanses of water we spotted a few Red-necked Grebes 
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including a pair on a nesting platform, Pochard, Wigeon and 5 Whooper Swans. At least 20 

Little Gulls and perhaps similar numbers of Black Terns were also seen hawking over the 

ponds. The excellent birding here was further enhanced when Teresa spotted a Beaver in the 

channel below us from the tower. It disappeared in the bank only to remerge around 20 

minutes later when it carried off a long piece of vegetation back to what was presumably its 

lodge.  

 

 

 

We left Ilmatsalu around midday and headed for nearby Alan Pedja, which is a large area of 

forested bog. We enjoyed our packed lunch in the shade of the large trees before heading out 

to a tower hide overlooking an open expanse. The route to the tower took us through some 

mature woodland which held singing Redstart, Wood Warbler, Spotted Flycatcher and Tree 

Pipit. The tower itself was quiet although we did see a Sparrowhawk, a distant Hobby and 2 
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even more distant raptors which may well have been eagles although they were just too far 

away in the heat haze. We headed back to the bus and back towards the main road only to 

suddenly pull to a halt when 2 Hazel Grouse were spotted on the track. One of the birds 

quickly disappeared into the bush but the male of the pair hung around on the track providing 

all of us with some excellent views before he too was off amongst the trees.  

 

We enjoyed our dinner at a roadside restaurant to the south of Tartu before exploring the 

environs of Aardla. A short walk in across the fields produced another calling Corncrake 

whilst the open water area held Great White Egret, Great Crested Grebe, Pochard, Tufted 

Duck and masses of Black Terns with around 150 birds present. Somehow Gary managed to 

spot an adult White-winged Black Tern amongst the melee and through careful scanning 

managed to get everyone else onto the bird as it swept about amongst the other terns. 6 

Cranes were also seen from the tower whilst both Grasshopper Warbler and River Warbler 

were singing from the scrub. As we headed back a couple of Woodcock were picked up 

roding. Back at the bus Robert dropped his bombshell when looking through his photos he 

revealed that he had unwittingly photographed a male Citrine Wagtail.  

 

26
th

 May:  

The weather was cooler today with light – moderate winds and cloudy conditions. 

 

This morning we headed for Taevaskoja Gorge which according to the guide book is 

renowned for the number of Red-breasted Flycatchers although what we found was that it 

was renowned for visiting school groups which soon started appearing after our arrival. This 

didn’t really help with the birding although we still managed to pick up a few things 

including a Kingfisher, 2 Common Sandpipers; lots of Wood Warblers, Spotted and Pied 

Flycatchers. We did hear a couple of Red-breasted Flycatchers in song with one bird showing 

well by the trail. We also picked up Willow, Crested and Coal Tit as well as a Marsh Harrier 

before moving on to the ancient woodland site at Jarvelja. We had our lunch at a shelter by 

the road on the edge of the forest which looked superb for woodpeckers. The trees were 

covered in holes and it soon became apparent that an early morning visit would probably 

have been best here as we picked up a Black Woodpecker during lunch. A stroll through the 

woodland produced Great Spotted Woodpeckers, River Warbler, Pied Flycatcher, Redstart, 

Lesser Whitethroat, Mistle Thrush and at least 3 singing Red-breasted Flycatchers.  
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We headed back towards Tartu in the late afternoon and called in at Aardla in the hope of 

connecting with a Citrine Wagtail. As we set off a Goshawk shot across in front of us being 

pursued by some angry Lapwings and a Corncrake called from the field nearby. The marsh 

produced Cranes and Black Terns once again, when suddenly a Citrine Wagtail was spotted 

on top of a small bush. It flew down into cover but after a wait re-appeared, flying across the 

drain and into the field behind us allowing us to get some decent scope views of a stunning 

male. After dinner at a Chinese in town we headed back for an evening at Ilmatsalu where we 

got more views of Red-necked Grebe, Whooper Swans, Honey Buzzard and a showy River 

Warbler that was singing from the top of a bush.  

 

27
th

 May:  

Today was warm and sunny with light winds and occasional cloud. 

 

We left Tartu this morning and began our journey north to the Alutaguse region. On route we 

stopped briefly by Lake Peipsi with the border between Russia and Estonia runing up the 

middle of the lake. Our first stop produced a singing Marsh Warbler and 3 Ospreys, with 2 

carrying fish away inland. The second stop also produced another Osprey and a singing 

Lesser Whitethroat. We were keen to get to the area around the bear hide so we carried on 

and after a couple of hours arrived at Oandu. We pulled up in a clearing by the road and 

hopped out of the bus to be greeted by a fly-over Black Stork, followed by a brief but very 

close Honey Buzzard. A Woodlark was perched on a telephone wire close by and was joined 

briefly by a Tree Pipit before we left for a walk along a quiet road, flanked by patches of 

young woodland either side. The following hour was superb with a singing Blyth’s Reed 

Warbler, 2 Red-backed Shrikes, a more distant Great Grey Shrike, a singing River Warbler 

and 2 Black Woodpeckers at their nest hole by the road. On the way back to the bus we also 

had good views of a female White-backed Woodpecker. A Nutcracker was identified 

retrospectively when Robert was looking through his shots but only added to the wonder at 

what we could have seen given more time. Back at the bus we drove towards Oandu but 

before we reached the village had a close encounter with 3 Honey Buzzards over the road. 

We stopped and piled off the bus again to enjoy some great views of the birds as they circled 

above the trees.  

 

We enjoyed our lunch in an open area in Oandu where we all got great views of a Wryneck 

before Teresa spotted a couple of raptors that turned out to be 2 Lesser Spotted Eagles gliding 
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over the village. After lunch we took a different road and had a walk along the track for a 

while. River Warbler and Red-breasted Flycatcher were singing and we heard another Black 

Woodpecker. At least 2 distant Honey Buzzards were seen over the forest and 3 Lesser 

Spotted Eagles showed, including a bird displaying. We just had time for a quick look along 

the first road we had taken before heading for the bear hide and were delighted to get good 

views of a pair of Montagu’s Harriers.  

 

 

 

We met at our arranged time and walked into the bear hide just after 5 pm. The viewing area 

was pretty quiet with a couple of Jays, a Turtle Dove and a couple of Great Spotted 

Woodpeckers to keep us entertained until later in the evening when the first Raccoon Dog 

turned up. During the next couple of hours around 6 Raccoon Dogs made a visit to the area as 

well as a very timid Fox that sat at the back of the viewing area for a while before slinking 

off. To our great relief just before 10 pm a huge Brown Bear came in from the left and spent 

the next 10 minutes feeding in the viewing area. He was a huge animal and obviously in very 

good condition although managed to scare himself by dropping a log when looking for food. 
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The light was fading fast but before 10:30 pm another 2 Brown Bears briefly visited the area 

before we turned in for the night.  

 

 

 

28
th

 May:  

The weather was once again hot and sunny with mostly clear skies. 

 

After our success in the bear hide we left around 7 am and drove across the region to 

Metaguse Spa Hotel where we enjoyed a shower and a fine, buffet breakfast. On route to the 

hotel we picked up our final new species of the trip - a Kestrel which is a scarce bird in 

Estonia; whilst the grounds of the hotel held Fieldfare, Icterine Warbler and Pied Flycatcher. 

After a welcome and delicious breakfast we headed for the airport picking up a Black 

Woodpecker perched by the roadside at Alutaguse and a male Hen Harrier from the 

motorway in to Tallinn to catch our early afternoon flights back to the UK. 
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Species List: 

 

Mute Swan    Seen most days 

  

Whooper Swan   Around 5 birds were at Ilmatsalu 

 

White-fronted Goose   Small number were seen near Heaska, Matsalu, 22
nd

  

 

Bean Goose    3 were picked up in flight near Heaska Tower, 21
st
  

 

Greylag Goose Common in wetland habitats, especially around Matsalu 

Bay 

 

Barnacle Goose   Small numbers were seen around Matsalu 

 

Canada Goose    One in fields near Heaska, 22
nd

  

 

Shelduck    A couple were seen on 22
nd

 only 

 

Mallard    Common and seen every day 

 

Gadwall    Seen most days when around wetland habitat 

 

Pintail     A couple were seen from the Heaska Tower, 22
nd

  

 

Shoveler    Small numbers were seen on 4 dates 

 

Wigeon Small numbers were seen on 4 dates in both the east and 

west of the country 

 

Teal     Fairly common  

 

Garganey At least 6 were seen from the Heaska Tower, Matsalu 

Bay 

 

Pochard Small numbers were seen at Haapsalu, Ilmatsalu and 

Aardla 

 

Scaup     A large flock was seen distantly at Matsalu Bay 

 

Tufted Duck    Small numbers were seen on 4 dates 

 

Eider Good numbers were off Poosaspea and small numbers 

off Puise 

 

Common Scoter Only seen off Poosaspea with quite a few flocks in 

flight and perhaps hundreds further out; plus a couple of 

birds on the sea close inshore 
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Velvet Scoter One was seen amongst a flock of Common Scoters, in 

flight at Poosaspea, 22
nd

  

 

Long-tailed Duck   Seen off Poosaspea, 22
nd

  

  

Goldeneye    Seen almost every day of the trip 

 

Goosander Regular in small numbers along the west coast and also 

on the way to Altaguse 

 

Red-breasted Merganser Small numbers were picked up along the west coast and 

around Poosaspea 

 

Hazel Grouse 2 were seen on the road at Leidissoo and 2 were on the 

road in Alan Pedja 

 

Grey Partridge    2 were in fields near Heaska and another was at Puise 

 

Corncrake    Heard fairly regularly, especially in the east but not seen 

 

Red-throated Diver   Migrants were seen off Poosaspea, 22
nd

  

 

Black-throated Diver Migrants were seen off Poosaspea, 22
nd

 and off Puise as 

well as over the hotel, 23
rd

  

 

Slavonian Grebe                       A pair showed exceptionally well in Haapsalu and 

providing some superb photographic opportunities 

 

Great Crested Grebe                    Seen in Haapsalu, at Ilmatsalu and Aardla 

 

Red-necked Grebe                     At least 5 were at Ilmatsalu including a pair with a nest   

platform 

  

Cormorant                                   Seen along the west coast 

 

Bittern                                       Heard at Matsalu Bay and at Ilmatsalu 

 

Great White Egret                     Common around wetland areas in the west and south-

east 

 

Grey Heron                                  Seen almost every day 

 

White Stork                                  Common and seen very well 

 

Black Stork                                  One was seen briefly in flight in Alutaguse, near the 

bear hide on the afternoon before our visit  

 

White-tailed Eagle Common around the west coast and regularly seen   

around Matsalu Bay              
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Osprey Seen on 3 dates with at least 5 by Lake Peipsi, 27
th

  

 

Lesser Spotted Eagle Seen around Alutaguse region only with at least 5 birds, 

27
th

  

 

Marsh Harrier Common and seen daily 

 

Hen Harrier An immature was seen on 26
th

 and a male on 28
th

  

 

Montagu’s Harrier Regularly seen around the west coast as well as at 

Alutaguse 

 

Buzzard Seen every day 

 

Honey Buzzard Seen almost every day although commonest in the 

south-east and north-east of the country 

 

Sparrowhawk Seen on 22
nd

 and 25
th

  

 

Goshawk One was at Sooma and another at Aardla 

 

Kestrel                                       One was seen on the way to Metaguse Spa Hotel, 28
th

  

 

Hobby Seen on 4 dates during the week 

 

Water Rail One seen at Silma Nature Reserve, 22
nd

  

  

Little Crake                      Heard only at a wetland area near Hollywood Hill 

 

Coot Very common at Silma and also seen at Ilmatsalu 

 

Crane                                        Common and widespread 

 

Oystercatcher Small numbers seen around Matsalu 

 

Avocet A handful of birds were seen on 23
rd

  

 

Little Ringed Plover A couple of birds were seen 22
nd

 and 25
th

  

 

Ringed Plover Small numbers were seen in the west of the country 

 

Grey Plover Small numbers, including birds in summer plumage 

were at Matsalu 

 

Golden Plover A flock was near Hollywood Hill, 24
th

  

 

Lapwing Fairly common and seen daily 

 

Knot 3 at Poosaspea and 1 also near Puise 
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Turnstone One was seen at Puise 

 

Dunlin Small numbers were seen around the west coast 

 

Temminck’s Stint Seen from Heaska Tower, 22
nd

 / 23
rd

  

 

Wood Sandpiper Displaying birds were seen inland of Poosaspea and a 

few were seen near Hollywood Hill 

 

Green Sandpiper Small numbers were seen in the south-east 

 

Common Sandpiper A couple were seen along the river through the 

Taevaskoja Gorge, 26
th

  

 

Redshank Fairly common in the west 

 

Greenshank A couple were noted on 23
rd

 and 24
th

  

 

Marsh Sandpiper 2 flew over Karevere Sid, 24
th

  

 

Black-tailed Godwit Seen from Heaska Tower, 21
st
 and 23

rd
  

 

Curlew A displaying bird was seen from Rannajoe Tower, 23
rd

  

 

Whimbrel A few were seen on 21
st
 and 22

nd
  

 

Woodcock Roding birds were noted near Heaska Tower and at 

Aardla 

 

Great Snipe At least 3 birds were displaying at Karevere, 24
th

  

 

Snipe Common and widespread 

 

Ruff Seen from Heaska Tower on the first 3 days 

 

Black-headed Gull Seen every day 

 

Common Gull Seen every day, including tree-nesting birds at Heaska 

Tower 

 

Herring Gull Seen every day 

 

Great Black-backed Gull Small numbers along the west / north-west coast 

 

Little Gull Fairly common around wetland areas 

 

Little Tern A couple were seen at Puise 

 

Sandwich Tern Seen from Heaska Tower and at Puise 
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Common Tern Fairly common and seen in both the west and south-east 

of the country 

 

Arctic Tern Seen at Matsalu and Puise 

 

Caspian Tern Seen at Matsalu and Puise 

 

Black Tern Small numbers at Matsalu and Ilmatsalu; 150+ at 

Aardla 

 

White-winged Black Tern An adult was at Aardla, 25
th

  

 

Feral Pigeon Small numbers were noted on 4 dates 

 

Stock Dove One on 22
nd

 

 

Wood Pigeon Common and widespread 

 

Turtle Dove                            One came down to feed whilst we were at the bear hide 

 

Cuckoo Heard every day and occasionally seen 

 

Ural Owl One seen by Steve only, early morning near the hotel 

near Matsalu Bay 

 

Short-eared Owl One was seen from Heaska Tower, 21
st
  

 

Long-eared Owl One nesting in the hotel grounds near Matsalu Bay 

 

Nightjar One was flushed from the forest floor at Leidissoo 

 

Swift Seen every day 

 

Hoopoe One calling from outside the hotel near Matsalu Bay,  

 

Kingfisher One was seen at Taevaskoja Gorge 

 

Black Woodpecker One flew across the road at Heaska, another was at 

Jarvelja whilst a pair were at a nest hole were at 

Alutaguse and seen 27
th

 / 28
th

  

 

Great Spotted Woodpecker Noted on 5 dates 

 

White-backed Woodpecker There was an active territory near Heaska with other 

seen well at Sooma and Alutaguse 

 

Wryneck One was seen at the hotel in the west whilst 2 were in 

Oandu 

 

Skylark Common 
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Woodlark Seen at Leidissoo and Alutaguse 

 

Sand Martin Fairly common in wetland areas 

 

Swallow Common and widespread 

 

House Martin Common and widespread 

 

Meadow Pipit Noted on 4 dates during the week 

 

Tree Pipit Seen almost every day of the trip 

 

White Wagtail Common and widespread 

 

Yellow Wagtail Common and widespread 

 

Citrine Wagtail A male was seen at Aardla 

 

Dunnock Seen at Leidissoo 

 

Robin Seen at Leidissoo and in the south-east / north-east 

 

Thrush Nightingale Common and widespread with many birds heard 

singing 

 

Bluethroat A male was seen singing at Ilmatsalu 

 

Redstart Birds were seen at Alan Pedja and Taevaskoja Gorge 

 

Black Redstart A male was singing at Puise, 23
rd

  

 

Wheatear Seen most days in small numbers 

 

Whinchat Fairly common and widespread 

 

Song Thrush Seen virtually every day 

 

Redwing Seen most days with some birds in song 

 

Mistle Thrush One or two birds were seen on 3 dates 

 

Fieldfare Common and seen throughout the country 

 

Blackbird Common 

 

Barred Warbler 2 at Puise with one showing exceptionally well, 

intermittently singing from telephone wires 

 

Garden Warbler Regularly heard and occasionally seen 
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Blackcap Common 

 

Whitethroat Common in scrub 

 

Lesser Whitethroat Regularly heard / seen 

 

Sedge Warbler Common in wetland areas in the east 

 

Grasshopper Warbler Seen / heard at Aardla 

 

River Warbler Fairly common in the east and seen well at Ilmatsalu 

 

Reed Warbler Seen and heard at Ilmatsalu 

 

Marsh Warbler Regularly heard singing from Sooma east with birds 

recorded from Ilmatsalu, Tartu, Lake Peipsi and 

Alutaguse amongst others 

 

Blyth’s Reed Warbler Heard and seen at Sooma, Ilmatsalu and Alutaguse 

 

Great Reed Warbler Common at wetland sites throughout the country 

 

Icterine Warbler Common and widespread 

 

Willow Warbler Common 

 

Wood Warbler Regularly heard although was commoner in the east 

 

Chiffchaff Common 

 

Greenish Warbler At least 4 singing birds were heard at Sooma  

 

Goldcrest Seen or heard on 5 dates 

 

Wren Uncommon and only seen in the east of the country 

 

Spotted Flycatcher Common and widespread 

 

Red-breasted Flycatcher 6 were at Puhtulaid whilst others were either seen or 

heard singing in the east 

 

Pied Flycatcher Common and widespread 

 

Great Tit Common 

 

Coal Tit Only noted at Taevaskoja Gorge 

 

Blue Tit Common 
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Crested Tit Seen at Leidissoo and Taevaskoja Gorge 

 

Marsh Tit Seen on 25
th

  

 

Willow Tit Seen on 23
rd

 and 26
th

  

 

Bearded Tit Only seen briefly at Silma, 22
nd

  

 

Penduline Tit Heard in song and seen nest building at Ilmatsalu, 25
th

  

 

Nuthatch Fairly common and widespread 

 

Treecreeper Seen at Alan Pedja 

 

Great Grey Shrike One at Alutaguse, near the bear hide 

 

Red-backed Shrike Seen on 3 dates with stunning views of a male at 

Leidissoo 

 

Magpie Common and widespread 

 

Jay Fairly common 

 

Nutcracker One was photographed by Robert at Alutaguse 

 

Jackdaw Common 

 

Rook Common but local 

 

Hooded Crow Common 

 

Raven Seen daily 

 

Starling Common 

 

Golden Oriole Seen at Ilmatsalu and heard around other eastern areas 

 

House Sparrow Common 

 

Tree Sparrow Seen around the hotel near Matsalu 

 

Chaffinch Common 

 

Linnet Fairly common 

 

Common Redpoll One was seen at Puhtulaid, 23
rd

  

 

Goldfinch Seen every day 

 

Greenfinch Daily sightings 
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Siskin Seen almost every day 

 

Bullfinch Seen on 4 dates during the week 

 

Hawfinch Seen well around the hotel near Matsalu 

 

Common Rosefinch Common and widespread 

 

Reed Bunting Fairly common around wetter habitat 

 

Yellowhammer Small numbers were seen virtually every day 

 

 

Mammals: 

 

European Hare   Seen at Poosaspea and on the way to Sooma 

 

Red Squirrel One seen well at Jarvelja, 26
th

 and another from the bear 

hide, 27
th

  

 

European Beaver   One was seen during the day at Ilmatsalu 

 

Red Fox    A regular site during the day and one from the bear hide 

 

Racoon Dog    About 6 were seen at the bear hide 

 

Brown Bear    3 were seen from the hide at Alutaguse including a huge 

male 

 

Roe Deer    Seen around Matsalu 

 

Moose A mother with 2 calves was seen from Heaska Tower, 

21
st
 followed by another with a single calf the following 

day; plus another individual on the way to Puise 

 

 

Butterflies: 

 

Map Butterfly    Seen during the first half of the tour 

 

Small Heath    Occasionally seen 

 

Swallowtail One was seen over the meadow at Rannajoe Tower, 

Matsalu, 23
rd

  

 

Peacock    Fairly common 

 

Painted Lady    Occasionally seen 
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Large White    Common 

 

Small White    Common 

 

Camberwell Beauty   Noted on 24
th

  

 

Brimstone    Common 

 

Comma    Seen on 24
th

  

  

Wood White    Common 

 

 

Other: 

 

Beautiful Demoiselle   Seen well at Ilmatsalu 

 

Military Orchid   Seen at Puise 
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